
 

Taxon ID 504746 OFFICIAL 

 

Taxonomy 
Eucalyptus pauciflora subsp. hedraia Rule 

A small number of individuals intermediate with E. pauciflora ssp. niphophila have been observed. This suggests 
some previous yet limited interbreeding. 

Current conservation status 
Categorised as Rare in the 2014 Advisory list of rare or threatened flora (DEPI 2014). 

Proposed conservation status 
Critically Endangered in Australia 

Criterion B1ab(ii,iii,v) 

Species Information 

Description and Life History 
The taxon is a mallee or small tree to 10 m tall, often branching near base. Branchlets often glaucous. Juvenile 
leaves more or less orbicular to broadly ovate, to 12 cm long, 6 cm wide, glaucous; adult leaves to 16 cm long, 3 
cm wide; buds sessile, ovoid to oblong, slightly angular, glaucous, to 0.8 cm long, 0.7 cm diam. Fruit to 1.3 cm 
long, 1.5 cm diam. Flowers mainly from December to February (VicFlora 2016). 

Generation Length 
The generation length of Eucalyptus pauciflora subsp. hedraia is inferred to be 150 to 250 years. This is based on 
indefinite longevity of the taxon which, like all Snow Gums, resprouts from the lignotuber following very low 
frequency bushfire. This extends the life of the individual well beyond the pre-settlement fire interval which is likely 
to have been in the range 150-400 years. 

Distribution 
The taxon is endemic to Victoria. The known concentration of populations of E. pauciflora subsp. hedraia occupies 
several square kilometres around the site of the Falls Creek Ski Village, which is located in the Victorian Alps. The 
altitude of the village is approximately 1700m and its aspect is a mountainside facing northwards. Other collections 
have been made in the vicinity, on Mt Bogong and Mt Arthur (Rule 1994; VicFlora 2016). 

Habitat 
The taxon's habitat is the Victorian alps. The taxon is altitude dependent as it is restricted to Falls creek, the 
Bogong High Plains, and peaks near to and including Mt Bogong. It is known to grow in pure stands except along 
its boundaries where it mixes with E. pauciflora ssp. niphophila. At its lower limits of altitude, it abuts E. aff. 
dalrympleana (Rule 1994). 

Threats 
The taxon is currently threatened by the ongoing impact of the ski industry, including ongoing attempts to suppress 
and kill resprouting rootstock of all individuals on groomed slopes and trails. This threat is limited to the footprint of 
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ski industry infrastructure. Key emerging threats to all subpopulations of the taxon include the increasing frequency, 
intensity, and landscape scale of fire, in response to climatic warming and drying and fire management activity. 
These threats act in synergy to increase the risk of adult mortality and both vegetative and seed-based recruitment 
failure, particularly following repeat fire events and extreme drought stress. 

IUCN Criteria 

 

Evidence:  
Ineligible under Criterion A 

The past population reduction does not meet the threshold for eligibility under criterion A2, and the future 
population reduction does not meet the threshold for eligibility under criterion A3. 

9 June 2021



 
 

Taxon ID 504746 

Eucalyptus pauciflora subsp. hedraia 
Bogong Sally    

OFFICIAL 

 

Evidence: 
Eligible under Criterion B1 as Critically Endangered 

The Extent of Occurrence (EoO) across the taxon's range is estimated to be 73 km², based on accepted, post-1970 
records from the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA). 

The taxon is estimated to be severely fragmented naturally at the landscape scale, and anthropogenically within 
the footprint the ski industry infrastructure. Severe fragmentation clearly applies to small outlier subpopulations at 
Mt Arthur, Mt Bogong, and at Cope Creek, but does not necessarily apply to the core concentration of the taxon 
around Falls Creek. Like most eucalypts, the taxon has no specialised mechanism for long-distance dispersal. 

It is estimated to have a continuing decline in (ii), (iii) and (v) above due to the ongoing impact of the ski industry, 
as well as the increasing frequency, intensity, and landscape scale of fire. 

Eligible under Criterion B2 as Endangered 

The Area of Occupancy (AOO) across the taxon’s range is estimated to be 36 km2, based on 2 x 2 km grids 
derived from accepted, post-1970 records in the VBA. 

As above, the taxon is severely fragmented, and has a continuing decline in (ii), (iii) and (v) above. 
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Evidence: 
Ineligible under Criterion C 

It is suspected that there are 200 to 2,000 mature individuals, but other thresholds under this criterion have not 
been met. 

 

Evidence: 
Eligible under criterion D2 as Vulnerable 

The taxon is estimated to be very restricted. 

Criterion E (Quantitative Analysis) was not addressed as the taxon does not have a detailed Population 
Viability Analysis. 

References 
Brooker, M.I.H., and Slee, A.V. (1996). Eucalyptus. In N.G. Walsh and T.J. Entwisle (Eds.), Flora of Victoria Vol. 3, 
Dicotyledons Winteraceae to Myrtaceae. Melbourne: Inkata Press. 

9 June 2021



 
 

Taxon ID 504746 

Eucalyptus pauciflora subsp. hedraia 
Bogong Sally    

OFFICIAL 

DEPI (2014). Advisory list of rare or threatened plants in Victoria - 2014. Department of Environment and Primary 
Industries, Melbourne. Retrieved from: 
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/50448/Advisory-List-of-Rare-or-Threatened-
Plants-in-Victoria-2014.pdf 

Rule, K. (1994). Three new endemic subspecies of snow gum for Victoria and notes on the taxonomy of the 
informal superspecies pauciflora L.D. Pryor and L.S.A. Johnson. Muelleria, 8(2), 223-233.  

VicFlora (2016). Flora of Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria: Eucalyptus pauciflora subsp. hedraia. Retrieved 
from: https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/5cd4a566-5c2c-44bf-b377-de98a39409ca 

 

9 June 2021


	Taxonomy
	Current conservation status
	Proposed conservation status
	Species Information
	Description and Life History
	Generation Length
	Distribution
	Habitat
	Threats

	IUCN Criteria
	Evidence:
	Evidence:
	Evidence:
	Evidence:
	Criterion E (Quantitative Analysis) was not addressed as the taxon does not have a detailed Population Viability Analysis.

	References



